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Year 1 CLASS LETTER Spring 2019 

Happy new year and welcome back. We hope that you all had a fantastic Christmas break and are 
ready for another great term.   

Things your child 
will be learning in 
the next few weeks   

 Maths – Our main focuses this term will be on addition and subtraction 
within 20, place value within 50 (including multiples of 2, 5 and 10) and 
measurement. Our learning will continue to be as practical as possible 
with the children becoming more confident in selecting and using 
resources to aid them with their understanding and problem solving.   

 English - We will be focusing on the text ’10 things I can do to help my 
world’ by Melanie Walsh this first half term. We will be thinking about 
how we can become more ‘green’ and help the environment and the 
school, while looking at non-fiction books, webpages and posters and 
composing our own information texts and diary entries.  

 Phonics – With the phonics screening taking place in the Summer 
term, we will continue with our daily phonics sessions. We will be 
continuing to learn the alternative phonemes and putting them into 
practise through our Guided Reading sessions. 

 In other areas of the curriculum, we will be continuing our learning 
about the 4 countries that make up the UK and looking at the life of 
Mary Seacole in History. In Science, will be learning about how we can 
keep ourselves healthy through hygiene, food and also learn about 
basic parts and functions of the body and have fun exploring paint and 
collage techniques in Art and Design.    

Things you could 
explore at home to 
help your child’s 
learning  

 Reading - As with last term, please continue to read with your child as 
much as possible at home. Just a few pages a day is more than 
enough (unless your child would like to do more). Please talk to your 
child about the story, encouraging them to make predictions, discuss 
characters and settings and point out things of interest. Ideally, we 
would like your child to read the book twice before we change it for a 
new one. This is so that they are secure in the phonemes within the 
story and have had a chance to talk about the story.  

 Spellings - The children are making great progress with their phonics 
and we will be continuing to work on alternative sounds at school. 
Instead of sending home the weekly phonemes, we will now be 
sending home focus words for the children to practise reading and 
writing. We started this at the end of year and the child only need to 
spend 2 minutes reading and writing these words as often as you can 
throughout the week. This will greatly help them in their independent 
writing, as many of them are not decodable.  

 Maths – Counting in multiples of 2, 5 and 10, as well as talking about 
and identifying numbers up to 50 will support the learning that we will 
be covering in class this term. 

 Homework - To ensure that the home learning is as relevant and 
varied as possible, we will now be sending home weekly activities 
instead of the previous take away menu. These activities will include 
the above focus words to practise and will vary from practical activities 
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to written tasks, across all areas of the curriculum. This will be sent out 
on a Friday and any written tasks will be need to handed in by the 
following Wednesday.  

 
Please take note of 
these points  

 PE kit needs to come in to school on Monday mornings. It will 
stay at school all week and then go home with your child on 
Friday. We have PE on Tuesday and Thursday each week and as 
some lessons are outside, please ensure that your child has the 
appropriate named PE kit for the weather (e.g. jogging bottoms, hat, 
sweatshirt, sturdy trainers etc.)  

 Although we always try to locate missing items, ensuring that all 
clothes and accessories are labelled (where possible) means that they 
are more likely to be returned to the class.  

 Library – To ensure that the children are accessing a wide variety of 
texts, they visit the school library every Thursday. Please encourage 
your child to bring their books in so that they are able to change it 
weekly.  

 Show and Tell – Due to our busy timetable, we will only be having 
show and tell on a Friday afternoon. We will have a rota for each Friday 
as there will be a different group each week. The children will be 
informed when it is their turn.  

Our Masses for this term are on the following dates and will start at 10am 

 Friday 8th February – Year 1 Mass 

 Friday 5th April – Whole School Mass 

Year 1 Café - After the success of our Advent Café, we will be hosting 
another on Wednesday 20th March, focusing on Mathematics. As with all of 
our class events, an invitation will be sent out closer to the event with more 
details.  

How you can get in 
contact with us  

 You can write a note in your child’s diary 

 You can stop and have a brief chat with us at the end of the day, just 
let us make sure that we have dismissed the other children first. 

 If you want a longer conversation, we can organise an appointment 
with you. 

 If it is an urgent issue, please call the school office. 

 Alternatively, if your message isn’t urgent please contact the school 
office via email or telephone  

If you have any questions or queries, then please don’t hesitate to get in touch.  
Many thanks for your support  

Miss S Bull  Year 1 Class Teacher 
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